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GLOSSARY  (These words are in Blue in the story)

  January 1st begins a new year
in most countries.
  Different countries have
different c u s t o m s  and
traditions to welcome the New
Year.  For example:
Brazil: People wear white
clothes for good luck.  If they
live near the sea, they go in
the water, jump over 7 waves
and throw in flowers.
China: The New Year is
celebrated in February and
children get “lucky money”
from adults.
Colombia: People make a doll
called “Mr. Old Year.” They
burn it for luck in the New
Year.

   These are like promises about things
they want to do in the New Year.
  The most popular New Year’s
resolutions are: to lose weight; to stop
smoking and; to start exercising.
  Unfortunately, a lot of people find it
difficult to keep resolutions for the
whole year, so sometimes they have to
repeat the same resolution the next
year, too!
   What resolution did you make for
2003?
In America, 4 holidays are very close
together. They are: 1) Halloween, on
October 31st;
2) Thanksgiving, at the end of
November;
3) Christmas, on December 25th; and
4) New Year’s Day, January 1st.
   The time from Halloween through
New Year’s Day is called the “Holiday
Season.”
   On New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day,
people in many countries have celebrations,
parties, parades and fireworks.
   If you like sports, you should know
that New Year’s Day is a very important
day for American football.

Korea: A bell rings 33 times.
Thailand: New Year’s Day is April 13th.
People play with water, throwing it on
each other.
Venezuela: People wear yellow
underwear for good luck!
     In many countries, people make
resolutions.


