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For westerners,

& there are three important things

to think about in April!
1. TIME. In America, the first Sunday
in April begins Daylight
'® Savings Time. People set
their clocks ahead one hour
so they have longer summer
days! (In Europe, it’s the last

Sunday in March).
2. TRICKS. April Fool’s Day 1is
celebrated in many places.
[ On this day, people play
o practical jokes on each
{1(;3 other. Putting salt in the
(U) sugar bowl is a popular
\ trick. Be careful, anything

can happen!

3. TAXES. In some countries, people are
calculating their taxes now.
In the U.S.A., taxes are due
April 15th, In Canada, taxes
% are due the 30th, Because of
tax day, many people don’t
like April!

Over the years, a lot of interesting
things have happened in April. For
example:

< April 19, 1775 - The Revolutionary
war began and led to American
independence from England

= April 9, 1865 - The American Civil
War ended.

= April 6, 1896 - The first modern
Olympic Games began in Athens,
Greece.

“ April 14, 1912 - The Titanic sank.

“ April 9, 1947 - Jackie Robinson
became the first black major league
baseball player.

The Jewish holiday Passover begins
April 16th,

The Christian holiday Easter falls on
April 20th, On Easter Sunday,
children everywhere paint
eggs and have Easter egg
hunts while they watch
for the Easter Bunny!

GLOSSARY (These words are in green in the story)

Westerners = PHERE A set= FRET D ahead = HEH T

celebrate = #t. 5 due= XIAHAA MK TVWD  calculate= 5T 3
sugar bowl = TPHE AL taxes = Bl modern = B D

sank = LA TE hunt = 89 practical joke = W/ 95
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Joshua Says: April begins a new term for CROSSROADS. lItes extra
special because ites the first new term of the year. There is also exciting

energy now because ites spring. People and nature all become more
active. Youell even feel the energy of spring among students and staff at

CROSSROADS!

Junko Says: | have good news and bad news. The bad news is: the
Japanese government will no longer pay 80% of your cost for English
lessons. They will soon pay only 40%. The good news is: you can still get
80% from the government if you enroll at CROSSROADS this_month!
Ask me for details.
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Joanna Says: Ites here! Finally spring has come, yet Iem still finding it
difficult to get out of bed in the morning! | canet wait for Golden Week
when lsm hoping to go to Kyushu with a friend to see small monkeys. lem
also looking forward to taking a dip in some of Kyushues famous hot
sprin gs!

a small injury to my left knee, so | went to a clinic near Dogo. The people ‘
were very friendly and because of Japanes national health insurance, Vs
treatment was inexpensive, only about 4,000 yen. In America, it would be “

equal to 40,000 yen!

Drew Says: Last month | experienced Japanes health care system. | had ﬂ
- =

Tamara Says: I*m hoping to travel to Tokyo at the end of the month for
Golden Week. Isve been doing lots of research, but if you have some
suggestions of where | should visit and what | should do while lem in

'| Tokyo, please make sure to tell me.

Greg Says: April begins with April Fooles Day. This is when people play

jokes on each other. For example, in 1978 a famous businessman towed
an entire iceberg by boat from Antarctica into Sydney Harbor. People
were amazed, until it rained and they saw the iceberg was only shaving
cream!

Yuka Says: Spring used to be my favorite season, but not anymore.
Although we can enjoy beautiful flowers, wonderful weather, and a good

nightes sleep, there is one problemfhay-fever! For several weeks | have

been suffering from eye irritation and a stuffy nose. Does anyone know a

good remedy for this?




