
    Two very different holidays will
be celebrated in America and in Britain this
month as people remember two very different
historical dates. In America, people will be
celebrating Thanksgiving Day on the fourth
Thursday of this month, and in Britain people
will be celebrating Guy Fawkes Day, as they
do every year on November 5th.
    Thanksgiving has been celebrated in
America since 1621, and in Canada since
1879. It was begun by the Pilgrims who came
to America from England in search of a better
life. The journey there on their ship, ‘The
Mayflower’, was extremely hard. However,
the first winter was even harder, and by the
following year, 50 of the original
110 settlers had died. Then, the
next year they met 2 local tribes
people called the Squanto and the
Samoset, who taught the pilgrims how to find
and grow food, and it is thought that they
could not have survived without their help.
    Their next harvest was successful, and a
day of thanksgiving was proclaimed, with the
pilgrims and the native people celebrating
together.
    However, after such a promising start to a
friendship between these two cultures, a long

period of violence against the native people
followed, and so Native Americans have held
a National Day of Mourning on Thanksgiving
Day since 1970. For many people though,
Thanksgiving Day has become simply a day
to show their gratitude for the things that
they have.
   Guy Fawkes Day also has its beginnings in
the 1600’s. In 1605, a group of Catholics led
by Guido (Guy) Fawkes planned to blow-up
                  the English Houses of Parliament
                  in London. Their aim was to kill
                  King James I, who had done
                  nothing to stop the persecution of
Catholics in England. Their plan was
discovered at the last minute, and Guido and
the others were arrested. Guido was then
imprisoned, tortured and beheaded.
‘The gunpowder plot’ has become one
of the most famous acts of treason in
England, but some say Guy Fawkes
was ‘the only man to enter parliament with
honest intentions’. Now, every year people
celebrate Guido’s capture by making dolls
that look like him, and burning them on top
of a large bonfire. There are also lots of
firework displays on this night.
   Do you know the history behind any
famous Japanese festivals?

(These words are in color in the story)
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