
(These words are in color in the story

Santa Claus – He’s cute, he’s round and
he smiles a lot. He lives at the North
Pole, where he and his elf friends make
toys for all the children who have been
good during the year. Then, on
Christmas Eve he jumps into his
magical flying sleigh (pulled by the
lovely Rudolph and other deer), sneaks
into people’s houses via the chimney,
and delivers lots of presents for
the children.
  Where on earth did this cheerful
little chap come from?
  The name Santa Claus actually comes
from the Dutch  word ‘Sinter Klass’,
which means Father Christmas, and in
Britain people still call him Father
Christmas, rather than Santa.
  Santa has a rather muddled past, with
his appearance and nature being
influenced by old English nature gods,
Roman gods, Nordic gods and Coca Cola!
  However, he is mainly based upon a 4th

century bishop from Turkey called
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 St Nicholas, who was famous for his
charity and kindness to children. He
liked to throw bags of gold through
people’s windows, and one time when
he threw some gold into a house the bag
landed in a young lady’s stocking,
which had been hung out to dry. This
story led to the tradition of children
hanging out their stockings on
Christmas Eve.
 The idea of Santa Claus became
popular across most of Europe
and North America, and in the 19th

century many drawings were made of
him, showing him as a fat little elf in
red.
 Then Coca Cola decided to make
Santa human-sized (rather than elf-
sized) for a series of advertisements in
1931.
 No one is really sure why he is so
round and has such a big beard,
although beards are often associated
with wisdom in traditional stories, and
roundness with contentment.

 What do you think?


