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This month we enter the year of the
monkey. People who are born in this
year are thought to be clever and
skillful – just like real monkeys. So why
don’t we take a look at some of history’s
most famous monkeys.
  Let’s start with a little squirrel
monkey called Gordo. Gordo was a
NASA ‘Ape-O-Naut’, and he was the
first ape to go into space. He flew
on the Jupiter AM-13 mission in
1958, but the shuttle had been designed
to sink after coming back to earth, and
so unfortunately Gordo died after the
flight was completed.
  Then there is Koko the gorilla, who is
one of the most highly educated apes
                  ever.  She talks with

humans through sign
language, using over 1000
d i f f e r e n t  s i g n s  t o
communicate complex

questions and sentences. She also uses
computers and takes photographs.
   Koko’s niece is also very famous. Her
name is Binti-Jua, which means
‘daughter of sunshine’ in Kiswahili.

Binti-Jua became famous after she
rescued a young boy who fell into her
enclosure at Chicago zoo.
 The 3-year old boy fell 18ft onto the
concrete floor of the gorilla pit, hit his
head and was knocked unconscious.
Binti-Jua gently picked him up and
carried him to the door of the enclosure,
where the zookeepers could easily reach
him. Someone captured the moment on
video, and people around the world
were touched by the gorilla’s actions.
The boy made a complete recovery.
 Finally, there  i s the most famous
monkey of them all – King Kong! King
Kong is famous for kidnapping a young,
beautiful lady, who he later
developed a big crush on.  He
was then caught by humans
and taken to New York to be
displayed to the public. However, King
Kong escaped, found his lady again and
climbed the Empire state building. He
fell to his death, but came back again
30 years later to fight Godzilla!
 Do you know any other famous
monkeys?


