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WHO WAS St. PATRICK?
   Are you one of the millions of
people that celebrate Saint
Patrick’s Day every year? If so,
have you ever wondered about
the story behind this holiday?
   Saint Patrick, is the patron saint  of
Ireland, although he was not originally
from there. He was actually born in
Britain of a Roman-British army
officer in about AD 385. When he was
sixteen years old, he was captured
alongside others by a band of pirates
who had landed in Britain. He was
later sold into slavery in Ireland, and
worked laboriously as a slave for
six years. He was able to learn
the Irish language becoming fluent
in it.
   When he was in his twenties, he
succeeded in escaping and returned to
his homeland - Britain. There, he
studied at a monastery for several
years, and later journeyed to France to
continue his studies. He spent about
twelve years in training.
    At this time, he had a vision that the
people of Ireland were calling him to
share his knowledge of Christianity
with them.

Hence, he retreated to Ireland where
he preached the word of the Gospel,
constructed schools and churches, and
converted the pagans of Ireland to
Christianity. He used the Shamrock to
explain the ideology behind the trinity.
He told the townspeople that the stem
of the Shamrock represented the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost,
therefore three parts uniting one God.
As a result, the Shamrock became to
depict the national symbol of Ireland,
as well as the symbol of The Trinity of
the Christian church.
    With time, Saint Patrick went on
          to become a church deacon, a
               priest, and finally, he was
                ordained as a Bishop. He
              died in Ireland on 17 March
  AD 461.
   On this day, many people worldwide
wear the Shamrock, clothe them-
selves in green, throw parties, and
have parades to commemorate
Saint Patrick.
   Happy Saint Paddy’s Day
everyone, and don’t forget to
wear something green on
this day!
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