
(These words are in color in the story)

May    CROSSROADS Language Studio’s Newsletter    2004

The Story of Mother’s Day

May, is             very often
associated with                    Mother’s
Day. It is a time                     for thanking
our mothers for all        they have done
for us, and telling them how much we
appreciate their love and understanding.
But, do you know how Mother’s Day
came into being?

It all started with an American
woman named Anna Jarvis. Anna,
wanted to establish a Mother’s Day in
order to remember the hard work her
mother had done during her life. She was
very proud of her mother, and wanted to
repay her for her thoughtfulness
and dedication.
Anna thought that it would be a
day that women would appreciate.
She wanted to call this special day
Mother’s Work Day. Her quest to have
this day set aside for mothers led her to
write to numerous politicians for several
years, hoping that they would support
her campaign. She also organized a

church service at her mother’s church
to celebrate Mother’s Day. She held it
on the second anniversary of her
mother’s death, the second Sunday of
May. She gave out white carnations to
people who attended, because they were
her mother’s favourite flowers.

Her hard work paid off in 1913.
The House of Representatives in
America asked officials of the federal
government to start wearing carnations
on the second Sunday of May.

Finally, on 8t h  May 1914,
President Woodrow Wilson made an
important announcement. He stated
that the second Sunday of May would
be designated as Mother’s Day, hence,
making it a national holiday. Anna
Jarvis’ dream had at last become true.

Happy Mother’s Day, and I hope
that you decide to do something special
for your mother this year!!
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