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(These words are in color in the story)

 BACK TO SCHOOL

When September arrives
with its breezy weather and
brief daylight, it often
means back-to-school time
in many countries. After a
busy summer of travelling,

working and socializing, students are once
more faced with the task of hitting the
books. Have you ever wondered what the
school system is like in English speaking
countries?
       New Zealand, America, Canada and
Australia have more or less similar school
hours, from 8:30 a.m. or 9:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. or 3:30 p.m. while England’s school
days are longer, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
       England, Canada and New Zealand
require students to complete eleven years of
schooling. They are permitted to quit school
at
the age of sixteen. American
students must finish only ten
years and can leave school from
age sixteen to eighteen depending
on state law.

Australian students must do ten or
eleven years, and may quit at the age of
either fifteen or sixteen depending on
state law as well.
     Public schools are subsidized by the
government in all five countries, so
education is free for students.
      Lunch              break is free time for
students.           They either bring a
packed                  lunch from home or
buy it at school. Lunch is often eaten in
the cafeteria, and the lunch break is
usually for an hour. American students
have thirty minutes and in bigger
schools, there are several different
lunch breaks. There’s no cleaning up to
do by students, which is the
responsibility of the schools’ janitor.
     So, what similarities and
differences do you see between the
school systems in English
speaking countries and in
Japan?
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