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(These words are in color in the story)

  Hal loween  is an
excellent opportunity for both young and
old to dress up as something or someone
different for a while, go “trick or
treating” and attend costume parties.

Masks, which come in many
different shapes and sizes, were once
worn for protection against evil spirits.
In the past, people believed that on
Halloween night, souls of dead people
and other entities came back to Earth.
People donned masks because they
thought that it was a perfect way to hide
from these horrible spirits. They could
blend in and not be seen or caught by
these lost souls.

Witches have been a part of
Halloween for a long time. In the Middle
Ages, people believed that witches
belonged to cults that were devoted
to Satan. They were thought to have
weekly meetings called Witches
Sabbath, and the most important
one was held on the eve of
Halloween. On this night they ate,
drank and had a great time.

Then they would change into other
forms and cast spells on people and
generally cause havoc. They would be
accompanied by their cats and at the
end of the night they would fly off on
their broomsticks.

Lastly, Halloween
just wouldn’t be Halloween
without pumpkins. Pumpkins, are used
as jack-o-lanterns by carving faces on
them. This practice goes back to an
Irish legend involving a farmer named
Jack. He tricked the Devil into a tree
and told him that he would let him
down only if he never sent him to Hell.
The Devil agreed. When Jack died, he
was refused entry into Heaven and the
Devil wouldn’t let him into Hell. So,
Jack carved out one of his turnips, put
a candle in it, and wandered Earth
         trying to find a resting place.

            Have a Happy Halloween everyone!!

             Story by Grace


