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(These words are in color in the story)

 Here is some food for thought about
the history of Christmas.
  The first time the birth of Jesus Christ
was attributed to the date December 25
was in the 4th century, according to
early Roman history.
  Some early customs associated with
Christmas that have endured to this day
include decorating homes with greenery,
giving gifts, singing songs, and
eating special foods.
  The holiday developed further
with the legend of St. Nicholas.
Although much of his history is
unconfirmed, the man who be-
came St. Nicholas lived in the 4th
century and is believed to have been a
bishop in Asia Minor. Many miracles
attributed to him are dubious at best.
Nevertheless, some countries named
him their patron saint. He also is
considered the patron saint of, among
others, children (for protecting them),
sailors (whom he reputedly saved at
sea), and the poor (to whom he
generously gave gifts).

In his honor, the Feast of St. Nicholas
was marked on December 6 and gifts
given the night before. The tradition
was well established in many European
countries by the 12th century.
Eventually, because St. Nicholas' Day
and Christmas Day are so close
together, their traditions, generally,
were combined. Here are some
Christmas facts that you may not have
known about until now.

     Some other Christmas facts:

�  The word Christmas comes from
the Old English Cristes maesse,
which means Christ's mass.

�  The word Xmas is sometimes used
instead of Christmas. In Greek, X is
the first letter of Christ's name.

� Santa Claus generally was depicted
as an elf until 1931, when Coca-
Cola ads portrayed him as human-
sized.

�  Rudolph didn't become Santa's
ninth reindeer until 1939 when an
advertising writer for the
department store Montgomery
Ward created him.
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