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(These words are in color in the story)

Of Eggs and Bunnies
    Easter is usually celebrated in April,
but this year, it fell earlier than usual
on the 27th of last month. It is the day
that Christians believe in the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.
    For many Christians, the
resurrection of Christ is the
confirmation that life continues
after death. But, some of the
more “common” Easter
traditions observed around
the world by Christians are
mixed with much older
pagan traditions that have
very similar significances.
    For example, the Easter
Bunny was originally an Anglo-
Saxon symbol representing their
spring fertility goddess Eastre in her
earthly form (note the similarity to
Easter). Eastre, at spring time,
brought new life to the world after
winter, and this is the time when
rabbits, or hares, could be seen
hopping around all over the place.

   As with the Easter Bunny, the
Easter Egg predates Easter also. From
the earliest times, the egg has been a
symbol of rebirth in most cultures.
Eggs have been wrapped, painted or
decorated in various ways for
thousands of years throughout the
world – all in celebration of the
                     continuation of life, or the
                        conquest of life over
                         death.
                          Today, children can be
                        found at Easter running
                       around like little
                      rabbits, looking high and
                   low, here and there, under,
                over, everywhere to gather
           chocolate eggs that have been
    hidden by their parents or older

siblings.
  And, what could be a more fitting
image of eternal life to coincide with
the outbreak of spring each year than
this?




