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(These words are in color in the story)

Summer is hopping along quickly and
soon we will all be screaming for ice
cream! But really, where was ice cream
invented?
   In the beginning, ice cream was a treat
for the rich and the royal. Before
refrigeration, it was rare and expensive.
   Nothing was impossible, however, for
the Emperor of Rome, Nero, who would
send his slaves up into the mountains to
gather ice and have them run back to his
kitchen so that his guests could enjoy ice
flavored with fruits, wine, or honey. And
that was in A.D. 54!
   But others like to think that Marco
Polo, in the 13th century, brought back
recipes from the Far East, said to have
been in use for thousands of years in
Asia. Indeed, they were! Iced beverages
were known during Solomon's reign in
Judea. The earliest records of an iced
dairy product come from the era of
China's Emperor Tang of the Shang
Dynasty (618-97). The recipe included
buffalo milk, flour and camphor.

The King of England in the 1600’s,
Charles I, offered a chef a job for life if
he could make ice cream for him and
keep the recipe a secret. The first ice
cream recipe written in English did not
appear until 1718.
  Nowadays, everyone can enjoy a nice
ice cream whenever they wish. But ice
cream does indeed have a pretty
interesting history, don’t you think?

And now…
The Top ten flavors in North America

1. Vanilla
2. Chocolate
3. Butter pecan
4. Strawberry
5. Neapolitan
6. Chocolate chip
7. French vanilla
8. Cookies and cream
9. Vanilla fudge ripple

10. Praline pecan


