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(These words are in color in the story)

Going to the beach in the
1800s was not a common
thing but once the railway
was established more and
more people scooted out of

   the city to take a dip in the sea.
    Covered from head to toe, a woman’s
swimwear would be called a bathing dress.
Then, in the 1860’s wearing a two-piece
became acceptable. In the 1920’s, women
started wearing sleeveless tops, showing
more ankle, necklines were lowered and
the overdress shortened.
    The swimwear evolution
came about slowly due to
religious believes and taboos
surrounding sexuality. But
watch-out! Fashion changes caused a shock
in 1929 with the introduction of short
pants, and even lower necklines. In the
1930’s, we saw more playful designs in
swimwear, with lower backs and shorter
skirts. From the 1940’s through to the 60’s,
corsets came in, helping to mold the figure
and produce the perfect shape.

   The bikini was still thought of as risqué
and suitable only for film stars or strippers,
although the modern version was actually
invented back in 1946 by Louis Reard. The
bikini finally came of age in the 70’s when it
became popular among teenage girls.
   So, we have gone from the full coverage
last seen in the 1920’s styles to today’s
minimum coverage. In the 1980’s in Europe
and America, the G-string – the thong, also
called the Brazilian tanga - became
acceptable. By the 1990’s, the tanga become

the norm. But, a recent innovation since
the 1990’s in swimwear has been the use
of the kinds of fabrics that allow the
sun’s rays to partially pass through
while wearing them. This allows for an

allover, or “total”, tan without
being naked.
   So, this summer, if you
go to the beach have a look
at the various styles and
fashions. And, while you’re
there, why not go for a dip
as well!


