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A new version of Soseki Natsume's 
“Botchan” is about to come out in 
paperback to mark the 100th 
anniversary of its original 
publication. But this isn’t going to 
be just any version of this classic 
novel. This will be a reproduction of 
the original manuscript handwritten by 
Natsume himself. As such, this version will allow 
Natsume’s many readers to see his actual 
penmanship, and his mistakes, corrections and 
text notations, for themselves. It is claimed that 
Natsume’s “methodical and nervous disposition” 
is apparent in the style of his handwriting. So, 
for Natsume’s many fans, here’s a chance to get 
to know their hero a little more intimately.  

I’m sure Santa Clause is the most famous symbol 
associated with Christmas. He has always been an 
essential part of the Christmas celebrations for us. 
But, the modern image of Santa didn’t develop 
until the 19th century. So, who made Santa’s 
image, especially his red-and-white costume? 
      At the beginning of the 1930’s, the developing 
Coca-Cola Company was still looking for a way to 
increase sales in the soft drink market for their 
product during winter. They chose a talented 
commercial illustrator named Haddon Sundblom 
who created a series of famous drawings of a red-
and-white costumed Santa Clause with Coca-Cola. 
Coke’s annual advertisements – showing Santa 
holding bottles of Coca-Cola, drinking Coca-Cola, 
etc. – became a great Christmastime feature and 
helped Coca-Cola’s sales throughout the winter, 
having a particularly strong appeal to children. 
The success of this advertising campaign has 
created the legend that Coca-Cola actually 
invented the modern-day image of Santa 
Clause, with his red-and-white 
costume, to promote the company’s 
colors. But, in fact, Coca-Cola chose 
the red-and-white version of Santa 
over a variety of competing figures 
in order to  help establish red and 
white, their colors, as the accepted 
image of Santa Clause. The legend, 
then, is not exactly true.   
   Story by Kenji Mouri,  A(1) class 

 Colored words are in the glossary on page 2 

In a recent poll in Britain, Oscar Wild 
was voted the “wittiest of them all”. 
Britain has produced some of the 
world’s greatest and best-known wags 
of all time. Take for example Spike 
Milligan who had inscribed on his 
tombstone, “I told you I was ill.” Spike 
was an entertainer/comedian, but even Britain’s 
politicians get into the act of delivering humorous, 
and sometimes biting, witticisms. When accused 
by an opposition backbencher of being drunk, 
Churchill replied, “Bessie, you are ugly. And 
tomorrow morning I will be sober but you will still 
be ugly.”  Winston came in at number 5 on the 
list, Spike was number 2. But the winner, Oscar, 
was placed above them all. He is even said to have 
muttered on his death bed, “Either those curtains 
go or I go!” Now that’s wit!   NET LESSONS: Are you too busy to come to 

CROSSROADS?.... Try our lessons on the Internet! 
It’s CROSSROADS in your home or office! You get 
CROSSROADS’ great teachers, teaching programs, 
even classmates, on-line! Call for details: 089 9217595
 

NET SITE OF THE MONTH:   
For an interesting review of Botchan, go to: 
http://januarymagazine.com/fiction/botchan.html  
NET NOTEBOOK: Don’t forget to take a look at 
the Internet activity notebook in our open-house. 
You’ll find games, news and English learning sites.       

Tokelau, comprising of three small atolls in the 
mid-Pacific is to hold a referendum to decide if its 
population of about 1,500 should declare 
independence from New Zealand (pop. 4,000,000). 
Do you think they are expressing their 
disappointment at New Zealand’s performance in 
the recent Rugby World Cup? In any case, if they 
secede, they will become the smallest self- 
governing state in the world. Good luck, Takelau. 


