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Laissez les Bons Temps Rouler!

@ = & | Letthe Good Times Roll
d Nestled deeply south in the
|US state of Louisiana is a
S French  ethnic  minority
: g known as the Cajuns. Once an
isolated country people, they are now popularly
known for their love of music, food, and “joie de
vivre” or “joy of living”.

The Cajuns originally settled in the Canadian
province of Acadia, but were expelled by the
English during the French and Indian war of
the 18t century. (The name “Cajun” actually
comes from an English mispronunciation of the
word “Acadian”.) Throughout the years in
Louisiana, Cajuns were discriminated against
for their differences. Even in the 20t century,
Cajuns were treated harshly, and children were
punished severely for speaking Cajun-French in
school. Consequently, much of the culture
faded, and the Ilanguage has nearly
disappeared.

Beginning in the 50s, a revival in Cajun
culture began, and Cajuns went from estranged
to esteemed. Cajun food, known for its seafood
and heavy spices, consistently attracts visitors
from neighboring states. The more popular
recipes include gumbo, a heavy roux-based
stew, and boiled crawfish. Boiling crawfish is
usually a big event that includes large, spiced pots
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multiple communities.
Cajun music, particularly Cajun-
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If They had Stayed in Europe

"Bohemian”, a term that surfaced in France in
the mid-19t century, was first associated with
roving Gypsies. As it became more widely used,
it referred to people who preferred to lead a
non-traditional lifestyle such as artists, writers,
and those who had unorthodox or
antiestablishment political and social points of
view. Many of the greatest artists and writers
of the late 19t and early 20t centuries in
Europe were thought of as “Bohemians”. But, it
might also be appropriate to think of America’s
Cajuns as bohemians too! There are many
similarities: Cajuns originally came from
France; they were very artistic, especially
musically; sought an alternative lifestyle, and
loved life! Had they remained in France,
perhaps many of them would be recognized
today among the greatest artists of that era.

Does this Count as Ethnic Songwriting ?

Is this a modern trend in ethnicity? The latest
pop music craze in China features songs about
stock investments! It started on the Internet, as
so much does these days. With lyrics (after
translation) such as: “It's not interesting unless
their value has doubled”, or “It's really fun to
make profits from stocks | bought on a whim”,
we are left to ponder the evolution of modern
society! Oh, for some good old fashioned 2-step
Zydeco music!

Colored words are in the glossary on page 2
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influenced Zydeco, is unique enough to be a subject of
study for ethnomusicologists from all around the world.
Zydeco is a music typically played in 2-step or waltz
time, using drums, guitar, bass, accordion, fiddle, and
washboard, and traditionally sung in Cajun-French.
Although they inhabit only a small
A\ corner of the world, it’s a small corner

Story by Michael

NET LESSONS: Are you too busy to come to
CROSSROADS?.... Try our lessons on the Internet!

It’s CROSSROADS in your home or office! You get
CROSSROADS’ great teachers, teaching programs,
even classmates, on-line! Call for details: 089 9217595

NET SITE OF THE MONTH:

For some delicious Cajun recipes, go to:
http://www.experienceneworleans.com/recipes.html

NET NOTEBOOK: Don’t forget to take a look at
the Internet activity notebook in our open-house.
You’ll find games, news and English learning sites.




