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Cor Poos — from Kenj in Al

Record-high crude oil prices greatly influence
Japanese society. Domestic car sales have been
declining and people are trying to choose a method
of public transportation.

“Car Sharing” is one of the solutions to save living
costs. The sales media says, “If you live in a city, you
don’'t need to own a car”.

Car sharing is a system in which a group of people
use shared cars instead of having their own cars.
This system allows members to use a car at low cost
when they need it. And it can help to improve the
urban environment and to reduce traffic problems
such as traffic jams, air pollution caused by car
exhaust, lack of parking spaces and of course, global
warming.

It has become very popular, particularly in
European, American and these days, Japanese
cities.

When you want to reserve a car, you just
access a company by phone or Internet, 24-
hours-a-day to best meet your needs, and use
the vehicle for a few hours, or a week. You pay
per trip, and don’t have to worry about repairs,
insurance or monthly parking costs.
Customers in Japan include not only men, but
also housewives. Actually, housewives use the
cars mainly for driving their husbands
between home and the train station, taking
kids to kindergarten, or shopping at the

supermarket. In some areas where getting a
parking space is really difficult, using these
rental cars instead of owning a car has become
extremely popular.
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Year With
My Dreom — from Ayuko in SBY

On October 11%, | read an article saying that
Yoko Ono’'s peace monument, the “Imagine Peace
Tower”, had been erected in Iceland. The newspaper
said “Imagine Peace” is written in 24 languages on
the pedestal. Yoko intends to send peace light from
the northernmost country in the world and cover the
world with it. Yoko Ono and John Lennon hoped to
build the peace monument as their life work from
the 1960s. It lights up from October 9% (John
Lennon’s birthday) to December 8% (the day of John
Lennon’s death), and on New Year's Eve every year.

At night, when | was watching TV, | heard that
over 20,000 people have been killed in the Irag war
and that over 30,000 people have killed themselves
in Japan. | was shocked at that. We have a peace
constitution and we don't go to war, but many people
have killed themselves.

My dream is to have a happy and peaceful world.
When 1 retired, | decided to do something for a
peaceful and happy world as my life's work. It is
difficult for me to build a peace monument like Yoko,
but perhaps | can do something to help curb global
warming, create a peaceful world (as we have a
peace constitution), and increase happiness for the
young and old. The old are worried about little
pension, high tax, and high medical expenses, while
the young have few good jobs. Some even live in
Internet cafes.

At the least, | can vote for a person who works for
these things, and | can pray for a peaceful world.

Net News

NET LESSONS: Are you too busy to come to
CROSSROADS?.... Try our lessons on the Internet!

It’s CROSSROADS in your home or office! You get
CROSSROADS’ great teachers, teaching programs,
even classmates, on-line! Call for details: 089 9217595

NET SITE OF THE MONTH:

For information on the Imagine Peace Tower go here:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imagine Peace Tower

NET NOTEBOOK: Don’t forget to take a look at
the Internet activity notebook in our open-house.
You’ll find games, news and English learning sites.







