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NET LESSONS: Are you too busy to come to 
CROSSROADS?.... Try our lessons on the Internet! 
It’s CROSSROADS in your home or office! You get 
CROSSROADS’ great teachers, teaching programs, 
even classmates, on-line! Call for details: 089 9217595
NET SITE OF THE MONTH:   
See some striking portraits of tigers here: www.guardian.co.uk/
environment/gallery/2009/apr/15/bengal-tigers-faces-photography 
NET NOTEBOOK: Don’t forget to take a look at 
the Internet activity notebook in our open-house. 
You’ll find games, news and English learning sites.       

  Tyger, tyger burning bright, 
In the forests of the night,… 

 
    These are the first two lines of a  
famous poem by William Blake  
(1757-1827). In the fifth stanza of  
his poem, Blake asks… 
 
                 Did He who made the  
            lamb make thee? 

 
    Blake, and many other artists,  
poets, musicians and writers  
throughout the ages have been  
fascinated with, and inspired by, 
these magnificent creatures. Awesome, 
terrifying, regale and majestic – as 
befitting a king or an emperor; as well as, 
sleek and graceful. These are some of the 
adjectives that are commonly used to 
describe the tiger. But, how about “cute”, 
“funny”, “charming”, even “cuddly”!  
    In the hands of Disney, Shere Khan, the 
fearsome tiger from Rudyard Kipling’s “The 
Jungle Book”, although ferocious and 
cunning, is also depicted as somewhat 
goofy! Tigger the tiger from the Winnie the 
Pooh stories, is always happy, never 
frightening. 
    We can even see images of tigers used to 
promote commercial products. Kellogg’s 
Frosted Flakes has Tony the Tiger as its 
mascot – no doubt the only vegetarian 
feline that has ever existed! ESSO, now 
EXXON, entices motorists to “put a tiger 
in your tank”, and you can see a large 
image the Exxon Tiger standing outside 
most of their gas stations beckoning 
patrons to fill-up with their petrol, plus 
tiger! 

              In the world of sport, tigers are used 
            everywhere as mascots. From the1988 
                   Seoul Olympics’ tiger cub mascot, 
                   “Hodori”, to professional football 
                   and baseball teams all over the 
                   world, the tiger is probably the most 
                   commonly used mascot in all of 
                     sport. Here in Japan we have 
                      the Hanshin Tigers baseball 
                       team, and in America, their 
                           cousin cats, the Detroit Tigers. 
                         Sydney has the Balmain Tigers 
                          ruby league football team and in 
                         England, there is the Leicester 
                      Tigers ruby club.  
                         The fact is, tigers are everywhere 
                  around us; everywhere, that is, except 
        where they are supposed to be – in the 
jungle. The sad truth is that these days, 
tigers are almost extinct in the wild. Soon, if 
we do not do something to protect them, 
they will only exist in our imaginations! 
    In this Year of the Tiger, let’s resolve to keep 
this magnificent creature 
free and alive, both in our 
imaginations, and in the 
jungle. 
 Calvin and Hobbes by Bill Watterson 
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