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According to Shakespeare, a 
soothsayer uttered these 
words as a warning to 
Julius Caesar. Caesar paid 
little heed and was 
assassinated on that day, 
the 15th of March, in 44BC. 
So, is the Ides of March a 
bad-omen day?  

 
    Not so. To the Romans, and even up 
to Shakespeare’s time, the Ides of March 
was simply a date – the 15th of March. 
In fact, every month in the ancient 
Roman calendar had an “Ides”, although 
not always falling on the 15th. 
 
    The original Roman calendar was 
essentially a lunar calendar and used a 
somewhat complicated method for 
keeping track of the days in the year. 
 
    The 12 months were organized around 
three days in each month which served 
as reference points for calculating the 
other days in the month. In addition to 
the Ides, there were Nones and Kalends. 
The Ides fell on the fifteenth day of 
March, May, July and October, and on 
the thirteenth day in the other months; 
the Nones fell on the seventh day of 
March, May, July and October, and on 
the fifth day in the other months. The 
Kalends was always the first day of each 
month. So, in a full year there were 
twelve Ides, twelve Nones and twelve 
Kalends.   
 

A Roman senator 

       It worked like this: If you wanted to 
meet your friend on March 13th, you’d say 
something like, “Ok, Lucius, see on Ides 3 
at 6:00pm”. Lucius would know the day 
the Ides fell on (the 15th) and count 
backwards (including the 15th) three 
days. In fact all dates were calculated in 
the same way – i.e., counting backwards 
from one of these three reference points 
(days), the Ides of the month, the Nones 
and the Kalends. 
 
    Nothing ominous about any of this 
except, perhaps, that the Kalends days 
were the days a Roman citizen was 
supposed to pay the bills each month. In 
fact, it was probably more common to hear 
something like, “beware the Kalends of 
March” than “beware the Ides of March”! 
But such is the power of Shakespeare that 
we only know of the Ides of March.  
 

    Kalends has another point of 
interest for us. It is the Latin 
root word for what we call 
“calendar” in English today. 

 An ancient Roman calendar

  

NET LESSONS: Try our lessons on the Internet! 
It’s CROSSROADS in your home or office! You get 
CROSSROADS’ great teachers, teaching programs, 
even classmates, on-line! Call for details: 089 9217595 

NET SITE OF THE MONTH:   
Here is a short note on the Ides of March:  
www.wisegeek.com/what-are-the-ides-of-march.htm
NET NOTEBOOK: Don’t forget to take a look at the 
Internet activity notebook in our open-house. You’ll 
find games, news and English learning sites.                  

http://www.wisegeek.com/what-are-the-ides-of-march.htm


 
  

Joshua Says:  I am pleased to welcome a new teacher to Crossroads. 
Jonathan has joined us from England where he has been teaching 
English at college for some years. Jonathan is also a musician and 
has an MA in music composition. He has taught music at colleges 
in England too. We’re all looking forward to a long and enjoyable 
experience working together. 

Junko Says: Well, the new “Open-House” is almost ready! We’re very pleased with 
the design and we hope you will enjoy using of it – it’s free for all our students! 
There’s a new kitchen where you can even make cappuccino and espresso coffee if 
you like, and we will have a daily program of movies and TV to watch on the new, 
big, screen. The internet is still available, as is the library (when we get some 
shelves up). It is my hope you will all use this space and come in as often as you 
like (not just on lesson day) to enjoy this unique, “international” environment. 
 

Jonathan Says:  Hello everyone! I’ve been teaching at Crossroads for a few 
weeks now and I love it; it must be the best job I’ve ever had. As well as 
teaching friendly and interesting people I get to play my guitar in the Open 
House! Do come along and listen, and if you want to learn guitar with me – 
that is, English and guitar – please ask (and don’t forget the Performance 
Night on March 27th: I’ll be playing for about 30 minutes). 

Greg Says: I read a GREAT story the other day about an amazing man named 
Dick Hoyt. As of 2005 (when the story was published) he had taken part in 206 
triathlons including 6 Hawaiian Ultra triathlons, 64 (42km) marathons (including 24 
consecutive Boston marathons), 78 half marathons (21km) and biked and ran across 
the USA in 1992 (3,735 miles in 45 days). All of these feats were completed while 
pushing his disabled son in a wheelchair or towing him in a dinghy for the swim in 
the triathlons. This man is a great example of “anything is possible”. 

Kevin Dit:  Nous voila déja en mars ! Que le temps passe vite... Le temps commence à se réchauffer 
et le printemps commence à montrer le bout de son nez ! Dans quelques semaines, nous pourrons aller 
observer les fleurs de cerisier ! C'est toujours une période un peu particulière au Japon non ? Et c'est 
aussi une période particulière a CROSSROADS, puisque mars marque également la fin du trimestre, et 
la soirée qui va avec ! N'oubliez pas de venir vous amuser ce 27 mars ! Je me demande si certains de nos 
étudiants essaieront de chanter en français ? N'oubliez pas non plus l'ouverture prochaine du café 
international... avec un peu de chance vous y trouverez peut-être de la patisserie française... 




