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Rhododendrons and azaleas, both from Some species of
the genus Rhododendron, comprise ~1,000
species of woody shrubs and trees in the
heath family. The name rhododendron comes
from the Greek words "rodon" which means
"rose" and "dendron" which means "tree",
hence rose-tree. Most species are found in
the Himalayas of Nepal and Sikkim to
Yunnan and Sichuan. It is the national
flower of Nepal, where it is considered edible
and savoured for its sour flavour. Tropical
rhododendrons are found from southeast
Asia to northern Australia, with as many as
164 species in New Guinea. The latter are
native to sub-alpine grasslands at around
3,000 metres above sea level in the Central
Highlands. Significant areas of diversity are
also found in the mountains of Korea, Japan
and Taiwan. Comparatively few species
occur in North America and Europe.
Rhododendron
leaves
are
spirally
arranged and are from 1-2 cm to over 50 cm
in length. Typically the azaleas are smaller
with narrow pointed leaves, while
rhododendrons have large leathery leaves.
They can be either evergreen or deciduous
(varieties that drop their leaves in the fall).
Rhododendrons are prized for their showy
often strongly fragrant trumpet-shaped
spring flowers. Multiple flowers, typically
pink, purple, white, or red are usually borne
on a single stalk as a compact cluster.

NET LESSONS: Too busy to come to CROSSROADS?
…. Try our lessons through the net!
SITE OF THE MONTH:
Here’s how to landscape with rhododendrons and
azaleas, western-style:
http://www.tjhsst.edu/~dhyatt/azaleas/new/landscaping.html

rhododendron
are
poisonous
because
of
chemicals
in
their pollen and
nectar.
Grazing
Henson Recording
Studios, LA, USA
animals
and
Japanese Azaleas
people have been
known to become ill from eating honey
produced by bees that have been visiting
rhododendron and azalea flowers.
From Yakushima to Hokkaido, Japan is
home to some of the most beautiful
rhododendrons and azaleas in the world.
There are about 100 species in Japan, many
of which are restricted to mountain regions.
There are even alpine azaleas that grow as
low mat-forming plants putting forth tiny
clusters of pink flowers only a few
millimeters across. One of the great colorful
spectacles of Japan can be seen by venturing
into the mountain forests and high country
throughout the month of May.
Most of the cultivated rhododendrons in
Japanese cities and gardens, which have
been an integral part of Japanese landscape
design for centuries, came originally from
China.
Japanese refer to
azaleas as “tsutsuji”.
Among
the
best
known sites in Japan
for viewing azalea in
blossom is Daikozenji,
Azaleas at Daikozenji
the “tsutsuji temple”,
in northern Kyushu, and the Shugakuin
Imperial Villa in Kyoto.
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