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ROBOTS HOlIl THE FUTURE OF SLAVERY MIGHT LOOK

For decades
we have been
fascinated by
robotics. We love
the 1dea of robots,
but not just any
robot, we want
them to look as e
much like us as Pepper — rTeady to make happy
possible. Robots are still not quite at the level of
the fanciful imaginings of Hollywood but are
becoming more human like in their appearance
and functionality with every jump in technology.

For several decades now robots have been
replacing humans in the workplace, doing the
work that we do not want to or are unable to do.
However, these ubiquitous robots bear no
resemblance to the human form. So, just how
long will it be before humanoid like robots make
their entry into our homes?

In 2015 the first step toward robotic house-mates
was made when Softbank released Pepper for sale
in Japan. For just under ¥200,000 and a monthly
subscription you can have your own friendly
electronic companion. But don't expect Pepper to do
any housework for you, Pepper's sole purpose, as
stated by its designers is, “to make people happy,
have fun with people and connect people with the
outside world.” In other words, Pepper seems to be
little more than a smart-phone on wheels/legs. But
this is the kind of technology that is developing
rapidly and in the not too distant future it may
become difficult to distinguish between a real
human and an android.
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NET LESSONS: Too busy to come to CROSSROADS?
.. Try our lessons through the net!

Read about the adventures of “Hitchbot” and other interesting
stories on robots here: http://www.theguardian.com/technology/robots

Once we reach the point of similarity there will
be a range of ethical issues to deal with. An
android themed TV show called Humans recently
aired in The U.K. The programme is set in the
near future where the latest must-have gadget
for any busy family is a synth — a robot eerily
similar to a human in nearly every respect. The
series explores the emotional impact that comes
as the line between humans and machines
becomes increasingly blurred. Families become
attached to their new house-mates and
boundaries are crossed as relationships evolve. A
recent movie, Ex Machina, takes the storyline
from Humans one step further. In this movie the
android has true Al (artificial intelligence). As its
Al develops the droid begins to recognise that it
has little more to look forward to than an
existence of servitude as a house maid, sex slave
and curio. Finding this wholly unappealing it sets
about emotionally manipulating and destroying
those around it in order to escape from its
existence of subjugation.

The technology
on display in the
aforementioned
TV show and
movie are not |
some unrealistic |
dream. They are
technologies
already under F A
heavy develop- Two androids in the movie Ex Machina
ment. The day is fast approaching where a robot of
some kind in every house is likely to become a
reality. Before that time comes we will have to ask
ourselves what boundaries must be put in place (i
any) and what the ethical use of those robots might
entail. If something looks like a human — should it
be treated like a human, or not?
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