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earlier in Matsuyama. If you pay
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attention to these things, you
marking regular divisions
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of the year for a solar
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Temple Fortress at Chankillo
calendar. Furthermore,
But can you track the Sun’s
position in the sky month by month as well Ghezzi found a nearby building with a 40meter long corridor ending in observation
as the ancients did?
In the Ancash region of northwestern points to the east and the west. From these
Peru, one of the most amazing discoveries points, people would have been able to
of our time has been made by archaeologist observe the 13 towers along the horizon,
Ivan Ghezzi. The place is called Chankillo showing the rising and setting positions of the
and consists of 13 large stone towers Sun over the year. In Peru, the Sun rises and
approximately 2,300 years old. Predating sets farthest north on the winter solstice, the
the Incan civilization by 1,200 years, longest day of the year, and farthest south on
Ghezzi believes he has found the oldest the summer solstice, the shortest day.
Individuals
solar observatory in the Americas.
Ella
Though the site had been known to with the status
travelers for centuries, Ghezzi realized that to view from
the Thirteen Towers of Chankillo were used these observawould
forJanis
marking the Sun’s position throughout tories
the year. This type of activity was part of have had the
The Towers
to
the Sun-worshipping culture of the Inca. p o w e r
Writings by Spanish conquerors describe regulate time,
the Inca’s methods of tracking the Sun beliefs and the
using rows of pillars, but nearly all of these practices that
were destroyed. However, the Chankillo tied the society
site was used only from about 300 B.C. to 1 together. And
A.D., which means it was constructed by an b e c a u s e t h e
members of this society believed the Sun to
unknown pre-Inca culture.
be a god, their leaders could demonstrate
their authority to the people. But there’s
still one mystery about Chankillo to be
NET LESSONS: Too busy to come to CROSSROADS? solved. Why, within a couple of centuries,
…. Try our lessons on the net!
did the members of this Sun cult completely
You can find more on Chankillo here:
vanish?
http://mikeruggerisnazcaera.tumblr.com/post/128358067548/
chankillo-300-bc
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