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W elcome to 2016, or The Year of
the Monkey in the Chinese calendar.
Also known as the Farmers’ Calendar, or
the Hsia Calendar, it not only records the
passage of time but also is a tool for
predicting your future. This widely-used
traditional fortune-telling system calculates
a person’s destiny from his or her birth
data as presented in the Hsia calendar
format. Information about time (year,
month, day and hour) are presented in
terms of the five basic elements (metal,
water, wood, fire and earth), which are
believed to be the basic components of
everything
in
the
universe.
The
relationship between these five elements is
used to predict one’s fortune and help
maximize good luck, or minimize bad luck,
in life.
The Year of the Monkey is symbolized
Ella
by two elements: yang fire sitting on top of
metal. According to the cycle of birth and
destruction, fire conquers metal; thus, the
Janis
two
are on a collision course. Usually, such
conflicting elements indicate disharmony,
suggesting international conflicts and
clashes. However, yang fire sitting on the
monkey is also a symbol of the “setting
sun,” which is comparatively mild.
Moreover, yang fire as the sun always
brings optimism and warmth. As such, it
will be easier to reach agreements and
treaties to resolve conflicts and struggles.

NET LESSONS: Too busy to come to CROSSROADS?
…. Try our lessons on the net!

In terms of
business, sectors that
will perform well
in the year of the
Monkey will be
related
to fire and water
elements.
Fire industries
include
energy the stock
market,
finance, and entertainment.
The water element
refers to
transport, shipping and
communication
In general, the Yang Fire Monkey year,
with fire on top and metal below, is a
symbol of optimism, flexibility and
progress. However, natural disasters such
as fire, explosions, nuclear issues, tornadoes
and environmental disasters will be
prevalent.
For individuals, it’s a good year if you’re
a monkey, one full of fun and creativity. But
it’s a bad time for those born in the year of
the tiger, which is in direct conflict with the
monkey. This clash particularly causes
problems in relation to travel… accidents
will abound in the sea, on the roads and in
the air. So stay home if you’re a tiger. Then
again, if you’re really a tiger, you won’t be
afraid of a monkey. Nevertheless, the
monkey creates a fire penalty with the tiger
and the snake, which in turn brings health
problems related to inflammation and
lungs. For those born in the year of the
tiger, it is necessary to carry the pendant of
a snake as protection to repel the monkey.
But there’s good news for snakes, dragons
and rats. These animals are entering a year
of harmony. However, as with most things
in life, there are no guarantees.

Here’s some highlights about the monkey year:
http://www.chinese-astrology.co.uk/monkey.html

Article by Colm

Joshua Says: The New Year, “an unspoiled page in the book of time”; a time to set the
coming year with good intentions and high ambitions. Well, there is one resolution all our
students should set for this New Year (and every New Year, for that matter) .... “I’m going to try
harder this year to improve my English”... right? From January 1st, there are 12 months, or 52
weeks, or 365 days, or 8,760 hours or 525, 600 minutes or 31, 536,000 seconds ahead of us this
year; plenty of time to do “10 minutes every day”, and much more! Happy New Year everyone!
Junko Says: Pantone the “Color Authority”, has announced the color of the year
and, for the first time, have selected two colors for 2016. They are Rose Quartz which
represents rosy warmth; and Serenity, which represents tranquility. They say the
two colors make a natural pairing and, together, express compassion, stability,
consistency, comfort and relaxation; the kinds of things many people are looking for.
Anyway, I’m sure you will see many electrical appliances with these colors this year.
Mark Says: New Year's Eve is probably the biggest party night of the year in New
Zealand. People usually spend it at parties, in bars and clubs, at organised firework
displays or even out camping, around a large bonfire with fellow campers. I really miss
the summer carnival atmosphere of a southern hemisphere New Year but I did very
much enjoy this past December 31st in Japan with just my daughter and myself.
Colm Says: Out with the old and in with the new… it’s that time of
year again. Will you make New Year’s resolutions only to abandon
them after a month or two? Or will you make changes for good? And
remember that you usually don’t gain something without losing
something. Happy New Year and good luck for 2016.
Danielle dit: Je vous souhaite à toutes et tous mes meilleurs vœux pour
cette nouvelle année 2016. J’espère que vous avez pu profiter de la période des
fêtes entre Noël et le nouvel an pour vous reposer (et manger plein de bonnes
choses) afin de commencer cette année sur les chapeaux de roues ! Quelles
sont vos bonnes résolutions pour l’année à venir ?
ACROSS
1 when opposing forces meet, they...
8 part of the whole
4
10 uniquely or distinctly characteristic
11 not suited or compatible together
13 one's inescapable future
14 telling the future
15 forced compensation for a wrongdoing
16 force back or reject by force
DOWN
11
2 represent with a image or model
3 in disagreement
4 make as small as possible
5 most frequent or common
6 bring to a final conclusion
7 an individual part on something
15
9 make as big as possible
12 plentiful
(print version here)
www.CrosswordWeaver.com
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